Protect Our Care Talking Points and LTEs: MEDICAID
Here’s 10 things to know about Medicaid and what the Republican health care repeal bill will mean for it:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Medicaid provides critical coverage for seniors, children and people with disabilities. Medicaid provides nursing home and other long-term care to millions of seniors, covers important services that help people with disabilities live independently, and enables millions of children to see a doctor. In fact, Medicaid helps pay the costs for the long term care of about 6.9 million seniors nationwide - and more than 60% of all nursing home residents - and plays a key role in helping families afford quality nursing home care for their elderly parents and family members with disabilities.
1. People want Medicaid to continue as it is today: In the latest Kaiser Health Tracking Poll, 65 percent of Americans want to see Medicaid “continue as it is today” and 84 percent believe it is important that states who have expanded Medicaid continue to receive those funds. 
1. Effectively ends Medicaid expansion: The health care repeal bill effectively ends Medicaid expansion for the 31 states who expanded their programs - it makes it impossible for states to continue their programs. 
1. Millions will lose coverage: The health care repeal bill ending Medicaid expansion will mean 11million children, people with disabilities, hard-working families, and seniors would lose their insurance. 
1. Changes funding for state Medicaid programs - ending the program as we know it: The Republican health care repeal bill creates per-capita Medicaid caps that ends Medicaid as we know it, and will lead to the rationing of care for the disabled, children and seniors.
1. Shifts costs to states leaving states in the lurch: The Republican plan would shift $370 billion in costs to states over the next decade, straining state budgets and forcing them to offset the reduction of federal funding by imposing deep cuts in services and care for seniors, children and people with disabilities.
1. States would be on their own to handle the opioid - or other public health - crisis: States would also be on the hook for the full cost of meeting the needs of the opioid crisis and would be forced to cut back services and ration care exactly when people needed it most – the same could be true for other future public health crisis.
1. Cuts to education: Medicaid funding cuts will require school districts to divert funds from other educational programs to provide needed school care services. 
1. Lose care to give tax cuts to wealthiest: Cuts to Medicaid aren’t about making sure people have better care, it’s about giving tax cuts to the wealthiest and rationing care for millions of children, people with disabilities or seniors in nursing homes or receiving long-term care.
1. Those who know health care are against this bill: AARP, American Medical Association, American Nurses Association, American Hospital Association, Consumers Union, National Association for Assisted Living and other health care leaders have come out against the GOP repeal bill and how it would change Medicaid. 

Digital Tool Kit on Medicaid (see attached graphics for use)
Sample Tweets:
1. By cutting #Medicaid, this bill prevents seniors, people with disabilities, and children from getting the care they need. #ProtectOurCare
1. This new bill rips away #Medicaid for millions of seniors, people with disabilities, and children. Call Congress: http://bit.ly/2mYBpzM
 
Sample Facebook Post:
The new House health care bill puts millions of Americans at risk by ripping away Medicaid. Millions of seniors, people with disabilities, and children will lose coverage. Take action today to save our care. Call Congress now: http://bit.ly/2m2BPAP  

